
1 

 For those of you who would rather RUN than WALKðthe Northern Virginia MADD Affiliate announces its 

14th annual New Yearôs Eve 5K Red Ribbon Run at George Mason University in Fairfax, VA.  Join us on 

Wednesday, December 31st, 2007 at 4PM for the run, followed by an awards ceremony. 

 
 Runners can register online at www.racepacket.com or submit the enclosed registration form.  Checks should 

be made payable to ñRace Packetò and sent to P.O. Box 25094, Arlington, VA 22202.  Runners can also register the 

day of the race. 
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Inside this issue: 

 

Ring in the New Year with a Run  

Every year, nearly 13,000 people are killed 
by drunk drivers with an illegal alcohol level 

of .08 BAC or above. That means that every 

month more than 1,000 families must live 

with the tragic consequences of drunk driving. Since MADD was founded in 1980, 
alcohol-related fatalities have declined by more than 40 percent, but progress has 

stalled in recent years. 

 
That is why MADD launched a major offensive in the war against drunk driving, the 

Campaign to Eliminate Drunk Driving. 

 
(continued on page 4 ) 
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The Campaign to Eliminate Drunk Driving:   
Use of Ignition Interlocks in Virginia will Save Lives 

from www.madd.org  

  
 Virginia currently makes the installation of an Ignition Interlock device mandatory on anyoneôs car that has been 

convicted of a second DUI or greater and anyone that had a .15 BAC or higher on their first offense. The driver has to 
keep the device on their car for 6 months or until they can go 6 months without having a positive test for trying to start 

the car with alcohol in their system. Despite the mandatory requirement for ignition interlocks, some drunk drivers are 

not being ordered by the courts to have the device installed, others are avoiding the ignition interlock by getting the court 
to reduce their BAC to a number below .15 and others avoid the ignition interlock by getting their charge of DUI 

reduced to a charge of reckless driving. 

 

 MADD is working to get a mandatory Ignition Interlock law for all convicted DUI offenders in Virginia. 
Delegate Sal Iaquinto is leading the efforts in Virginia to pass a bill that would make it mandatory for ALL  DUI 

offenders to have an ignition interlock for at least 6 months. Last year this bill was defeated in its original form by the 

Senate Courts of Justice Committee. Legislators raised concerns about the ignition interlock being unfair for someone 
who was only being convicted of their first DUI. Society and legislators need to realize that a 2,000 to 6,000 pound 

vehicle driven by an impaired driver is a deadly weapon.  In seconds a driver under the influence can take out a bus full 

of children, run through a playground or hit a car with an innocent family.  Allowing convicted DUI offenders to drive 
without required interlocks is unfair to the rest of society and their safety. 

  

 In Virginia there were 28,787 DUI convictions in 2007 and approximately 4,500 people monitored on Ignition 

Interlocks. The average BAC for those convicted of drunk driving in 2007 was .14. This data would suggest that there 
are many people who should be on an Ignition Interlock, who are not. WE NEED YOUR HELP, contact your local 

Delegate and Senator and ask them to support Delegate Iaquintoôs Ignition Interlock bill in 2009. For more information 

go to www.maddva.org and click on ñLegislationò or contact Chris Konschak, MADD Virginia State Director at 
executivedirector@maddva.org. 

  

 An alcohol ignition interlock is a small, sophisticated device ï about the size of a cell phone ï which is installed 

into the starting circuit of a vehicle.  A driver must blow into the device and the vehicle will not start if the driver has 
measurable alcohol (set to a predetermined level) in their system.  If the driver does not have alcohol above the measur-

able level in their system, the vehicle will start normally.  Interlocks may be set for ñrunning retests,ò which require a 

driver to provide breath tests at regular intervals, preventing drivers from asking a sober friend to start the car.  If a 
driver fails a running retest, the vehicleôs horn will honk and/or the lights will flash to alert law enforcement ï the 

vehicle will not stop. The interlock does not have the ability to stop the vehicle once it is running for safety. 
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Northern Virginia Takes a Stand Against 

Drunk Driving by Walking Like MADD  
 

 N o r t h e r n 
Virginiaôs first 

annual Walk Like 

MADD was a 
great success 

thanks to an 

i n c r e d i b l e 

outpouring of 
support from the 

community.  Over 

400  wa l ker s 
participated and helped raise $43,000 for the Northern 

Virginia region. 

 Funds raised help MADD provide more support to 

victims at no cost to them and their families, increase 
support for our campaign to eliminate drunk driving, and 

ensure we continue in our local efforts to prevent underage 

drinking. 
   Participants shared 

tributes of loved ones at 

the victim tribute display, 
community organizations 

and companies hosted 

information booths at our 

Health & Safety Fair, 
and children made hand 

puppets and colored quilt 

panels. 
 Cynne Simpson, WJLA-TV/ABC-7 news anchor, led 

ceremonies with MADD National President Laura Dean 

Mooney and CEO Chuck Hurley. They were joined by 
Congressman Jim Moran, David Kelly of NHTSA, and 

local victim and MADD volunteer Lindsay Marti in signing 

MADDôs campaign 

pledge. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Walk Teams: 
 Becky Cohn 
 A Voice For Joshua 
 MADD DADSS 
 In Loving Memory of  
       Nathan B. Marti 
 �*�U�H�J���%�H�U�U�\�·�V���7�H�D�P 
 �-�R�U�G�D�Q�·�V���0�L�V�V�L�R�Q 
 Memories of Matt 
 �1�L�F�R�O�H�·�V���1�L�F�K�H 
 �0�R�U�J�D�Q�·�V���0�R�E 

Walkers:  
 Darlene Adams 
 Brian Burg 
 Jordan Rigney 
 Laura Dawson 
 Polly Berry 
 Chuck Hurley 
 Jeff Levy 
 Teresa Robinson 
 Rob Strassburger 

Walk Like MADD Mile Marker Sponsor  

Walk Like MADD Friends:  
Corrigan Nationwide Agency 

Virginia Commerce Bank 
WJLA-TV/ABC-7 

Walk Like MADD 2008  
Top Walk Teams & Top Walkers  


