
1 

Volunteers are the heart and soul of MADD. It is the compassion and determination of  volunteers that led to MADDôs formation 

and that drives the organization today.  Through their tireless efforts, MADD volunteers help change laws, educate the public, 

and save lives.   
 

MADD is a grassroots organization where ordinary citizens become extraordinary activists.  During these difficult economic 

times, MADDôs volunteers are playing an even more critical role in furthering MADDôs mission to stop drunk driving, support 

the victims of this violent crime and prevent underage drinking.  

 

MADD Northern Virginia is nurturing its grassroots throughout this year by reaching out to more community leaders and 

partnersðlaw enforcement, media, businesses, diverse populations, community members, and moreðfor their support and 

expertise. 

 

A variety of volunteer opportunities are available whether you are a victim, a survivor, or a concerned citizen.  If you would like 

more information on volunteering, please visit our website at www.maddnova.org or contact us at 703.379.1135. 
 

MADD strives to serve 15% more victims each year by:  

 

Increasing public knowledge of MADDôs victim services, which are offered at 

no cost to victims 

Reaching out to underserved victim populations (e.g. injured, minorities, men, 

children, senior citizens, etc.) 

Increasing referrals from key community partners who serve victims (e.g. law 

enforcement, funeral homes, attorneys, etc.) by encouraging these organization 

to contact MADD or to inform victims of MADDôs services 

Recruiting victim services volunteers whose skills and talents fit with MADDôs 

victim services 

 

There are many ways the community can help MADD serve victims of drunk driving 
including: 

 

Learn more about MADD Victim services from www.madd.org or www.maddnova.org 

websites to become familiar with our services 

Let your friends and co-workers know hat you support MADD  

Use your networks (faith community, neighborhood groups, civic associations, sports teams, 

etc.)  to share information about MADD victim services 

Mention MADD victim services to staff when visiting family/friends in hospitals, rehabilitative 

centers and senior centers. 

Volunteer!  

  

Through teamwork, partnership and open communication, we as a community can achieve 

MADDôs mission.  If youôd like to be part of this grassroots effort, please go to 

www.maddnova.org for volunteer information or call the MADD Office at 703.379.1135. 
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HB 2041 is Important, Life -Saving Legislation  
 

House Bill 2041, which would require ignition interlock devices for all convicted drunk driving offenders, was brought to the Senate 

Courts of Justice Committee in mid-February. It is vital that the Senate Courts of Justice Committee report out this life-saving 

legislation for a full senate vote. MADD has been encouraging community members to write their senators asking them to support 

this bill. 

 

Drunk driving fatalities increased seven percent in Virginia in 2007.  We were one of the few states in the nation that saw an 

increase in alcohol-related traffic deaths from the previous year. HB 2041, sponsored by  Delegate Sal R. Iaquinto, can play a 

significant role in saving lives and reducing the number of drunk driving crashes.  An ignition interlock allows a convicted drunk 

driver to continue to go to work, treatment, and elsewhere; the device simply will not allow a car to start if the driverôs BAC is at or 

above .02. Ignition interlocks are proven to reduce repeat offenses by 64 percent.   
 

Interlocks are needed because over 50 percent of those convicted of drunk driving continue to drive with a suspended license.  Of the 

28,787 persons convicted of DUI in Virginia in 2007, only 15% of these convicted offenders (4,300 people) were required by the 

Court to install ignition interlocks in their cars.  Currently, ignition interlocks are mandatory in Virginia for repeat convicted drunk 

driving offenders who have had a DUI-2 conviction within 5 years, or a DUI-2 conviction within 10 years, and for anyone who has a 

DUI conviction with a  BAC > .15.  

 

MADD also supports passage of:  
 

 HB 1693  Allowing BAC determined in the hospital, after a crash in which drinking and driving is suspected ,to be 

   used in determining DUI punishment. 

  

 HB 1695 Arrest and impoundment of vehicle for driving without license or on suspended license due to a prior DUI 

   conviction. 

 

 HB 1860 Impoundment of vehicle for driving without a license or for driving on suspended license due to a prior 

   DUI conviction. 
 

 HB 1868 Eliminates July 1, 2010 sunset date, which would end recent legislation to increase license suspensions to  

   one year and either $500 or 50 hours of community service for DUI offenders under the age of 21. 

 

 HB 1954 Allows officer to arrest a suspected DUI offender without warrant and thereafter transfer custody of the 

   suspected DUI offender to another officer. 

 

 HB 2303 Admission into evidence of form advising DUI arrestees of consequences of failure to submit to BAC 

   testing. 

 

 
 

LEGISLATIVE NEWS  

A Busy Start to 2009 for the Virginia General Assembly  

Legislative Volunteers  
 

Throughout the year, the MADD Virginia State office actively tracks developing legislation and takes positions on numerous 

bills. We want to be able to include youðMADD members and newsletter readersðin our fight for and against proposed legisla-

tion. If you are interested in getting involved in MADDôs legislative work, please contact the state office at 1-800-533-MADD 

(6233) or e-mail us at office@maddva.org. You can help by contacting your legislator when a need arises, and perhaps even meet-

ing with members of the legislature in support of MADD. 
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MADD Inspires Poetry  
 

Henry Valdes, a 17-year old senior at T.C. Williams High School 

in Alexandria, Virginia, recently wrote a poem about drunk 

driving as part of a project for his criminal justice class.  When 

teacher Kris Gulden asked students to research a nonprofit 
organization, Henry chose MADD because the cause hits close to 

home for him and so many others. 

 

Henry notes that, ñYou donôt need to be directly connected to 

drunk driving because anyone can be affected by it.ò  

 

Henryôs uncle was killed by a drunk driver who ran a red light in 

1988, before Henry was born. Although he didnôt personally 

experience his uncleôs death, Henry certainly is affected by it.   

 

ñI never knew my uncle, yet every day I think about how I never 
got to meet him,ò said Henry. 

 

Like most high school seniors, Henry has his driverôs license. He 

says that while most teens enjoy being able to drive, some of that 

joy is taken away for him because of what happened to his uncle, 

and because he rides a motorcycle and knows he is less protected 

than he would be in a car. 

 

ñPeople often associate bikers with drunk driving, but drunk 

driving is a reality and a danger for everyone,ò Henry said.  ñI 

want to be known as a biker who supports sober riding.ò 

 
For now, Henry is focusing on keeping his grades up in school.  

He wants to go to college and, while he isnôt sure what he wants 

to study, criminal justice is a field that interests him.  Henry also 

plans for MADD to always be a part of his life and hopes to get 

more involved in the future. 

 

 

Drunk Driving  
by Henry Valdes 

 
My thoughts are in the air, 

But my mind is well aware, 

That I am fully impaired. 

 

I go to put my key in the ignition, 

But I struggle with the incision, 

This is thanks to my blurred vision. 

 

I had way too much to drink, 

But straight is not the way I think,  

So as I begin to drive, my focus begins to shrink. 
 

I begin to glare upon the stars,  

And lose focus on the cars, 

And the thoughts of prison bars. 

 

As I gaze down upon the ground, I am upside down, 

I look around for something in my sight to be found, 

But as I look around, blood is all I found upon the ground. 

 

Blood from me, I began to think, 

But as I had no cuts, my heart slowly sank,  

At the thought of someone else hurt, I began to faint. 
 

I was awakened by the cutting of metal, 

I realized, as my mind finally settled, 

I was still in my car, with my foot on the pedal. 

 

As I was pulled from my car, I realized it was too late, 

I see a woman and man crying, but I could not relate, 

Until, I found out of a sister and childrenôs tragic fate. 

 

To say this in a mournful tone, 

I ruined many peopleôs lives, including my own, 
Now, I look at an 8 by 10 cell and call it my home. 

 

I am seventeen years old and regardless of what I was told, 

I still drank and drove, 

Now, Iôll sit in this cell until I get old. 

Henry Valdes, right, with Kris Gulden, T.C. William High Schoolôs 

Criminal Justice teacher. 

Henry reflects on his poem, ñDrunk Drivingò 
 

ñI like poetry because it strikes a deeper emotional level.  
With poetry, you are forced to look deeper into the words. 

I wrote this poem from the perspective of a 17-year old 

offender to capture my audienceôs attention.  This way 

people my age can experience it as if itôs from their own 

eyes.   
 

ñDrunk driving is very relevant to my classmates too be-

cause at T.C. Williams underage drinking is a real prob-

lem.  I thought the voice in my poem would give the best 

all-around perspective because drunk driving affects teens 
whether they drink or whether they are bystanders.ò 
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MADD in the Community  
 

On Wednesday, January 14th and Wednesday, February 25th, 2009 MADD staff participated in Fairfax Countyôs Juvenile Court 

Victim Education Classes for teens involved with their first misdemeanor offense.  Through the use of power point, video and lec-

ture, teens experience the viewpoint of the crime victim.  
 

On Saturday, January 24th 2009 MADD volunteers participated in a teen substance abuse prevention awareness event at the Claude 
Moore Recreation Center in Sterling, VA.  Midnight ñMADDòness was organized by 2009 YADAPP (Youth Alcohol and Drug 

Abuse Prevention Project) in partnership with Loudoun Youth Initiative, Youth Advisory Council, MADD and Loudoun County 

Parks, Recreation and Community Services.  From 6PM to Midnight high school students had opportunities to learn about substance 

abuse prevention while engaging in a wide array of activities, games, and sports.  Volunteer Charlotte Garrett hosted the MADD 

booth, which included our Victim Display Board and MADD volunteer Speaker, Teresa McCarthy, spoke with the teens about drunk 

driving and underage drinking. 
 

On Friday, January 30th, 2009, MADD volunteer Jeff Levy gave a presentation to the 12th Aviation Battalion at Fort Belvoir, 

specifically addressing drunk driving within the military. 
 

On Saturday, March 7th, 2009, MADD volunteers will staff an information booth at the Lorton Station Elementary School Health 

and Safety Fair in Lorton, VA. 
 

On Saturday, March 7th, 2009, MADD will participate in the Brain Injury Association of Virginiaôs 8th annual conference in 
Richmond to learn how to better serve drunk driving victims/survivors with traumatic brain injuries. 
 

On Saturday, March 28th, 2009 the Fairfax County Public Schools Safe and Drug Free Youth Office and their Unified Prevention 

Coalition will host the first annual Countywide Substance Use and Violence Prevention Conference at Oakton High School.  The 

coalition is collaborating with MADD, county agencies and other organizations to offer workshops for adults, youth, families and 
professionals addressing issues pertinent to raising healthy families.  Fairfax Countyôs annual Regional Youth Alcohol and Drug 

Abuse Prevention Project will be integrated into the activities of the day.  For more information or to register, go to 

www.UnifiedPreventionCoalition.org. 
 

Sunday, April 26th, 2009 is the annual Victim Vigil at the Fairfax County Government Center.  Victims of crime and their families 
are invited to attend.  The vigil is scheduled to begin at 3PM.  Please call MADD office at 703.379.1135 for more details. 
 

On Saturday, May 2nd, 2009, MADD volunteers will staff an information booth at the Four Seasons Neighborhood Community 

Safety Day in Herndon. 
 

Friday, May 8th, 2009 is the MADD/Fairfax ASAP annual Law Enforcement Awards Breakfast, recognizing officers throughout 

the region who are doing an outstanding job in DUI enforcement.  
 

On Saturday, May 16th, 2009, MADD volunteers will staff an information booth at the Holmes Middle School Healthy Living Fair 

in Alexandria, VA. 

MADD Runs into the New Year!  
 

Thank you to the 560 runners and their families, as well as over 50 volunteers, who 

joined us New Years Eve at George Mason University for the 14th annual MADD 

Red Ribbon Run 5k.   

 

A special thanks also to our business partners: Acumen, Ashburn Bagel Shop, Bagel 

Buddies at Fair Lakes, DJS Solutions, JM Design, Metro Run & Walk, RacePacket, 

Shirley Contracting Company, The Connection Newspapers, and V&F Coffee and 

Office Products. 
Team CK prepares to run in memory of 

Christopher Kearns. 


